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Vot. VIII. 


Tue Resmwent Asroap. 


We are reminded by a letter from the Secretary of 
the R.C.V.S., that the time is approaching when the 
Annual Election of Members of Council will occupy 
the minds of many practitioners. | The Charter pro- 
vides that every member of the corporate body 
shall have the opportunity of registering his vote in 
favour of one or more candidates for Council. Un- 
fortunately very distant members are unable to see a 
complete list of the candidates"nominated, and none 
can be elected without nomination. 


The retiring members of Council are :— 


McCall, J. Simpson, J. F. 
Faulkner, E. Kidd, H. 
Hunter, H. Thompson, H. 


Shave, E. S. Peele, J. E. 


Probably more than half of these gentlemen will 
be nominated for re-election, and we offer only one 
word of warning—it is dangerous to over-represent 
any Institution. At present the Camden Town Col- 
lege can count on the votes of no less than four gentle- 
men, viz. Sir F’. Fitz Wygram, Professors McFadyean, 
Penberthy and Shave. This is a distinctly danger- 
ous strength for one school to possess. 

Surely Scotland might have one of its practitioners 
on the Council ? 


Oprnton.”’ 


Quite a number of reports of law-cases are to be 
found among our extracts this week. In nearly every 
one the most conspicuous feature is the contradictory 
evidence given by veterinary practitioners. The facts 
are probably not quite as reported. The ordinary 
police-court reporter is seldom able to follow tech- 
nical evidence, and when he summarises the result of 
fifteen minutes’ examination into five or ten lines, he 
too frequently does the gravest injustice to a witness. 

In one of the ‘cases’ an eminent member of the 
Profession is made to say that lameness is proof of 
paln—that “‘ lameness is the language of pain.” We 
do not believe that any veterinary surgeon would 
commit himself to such a crude fallacy as this. The 
late Mr. Montagu Williams, when a Stipendiary 

agistrate in London, expressed this opinion and 
threatened to act upon it. Of course lameness is 
evidence of pain in the majority of cases, but to deny 
the existence of mechanical lameness is to ignore the 


ct that horses, like men, may be very lame from 

*“ontracted tendons and stiff joints but yet be quite 
ee from pain. 

strates seem much puzzled to understand how 

men can differas tosuch “facts” as “ heatand tender- 


ness in a part.” If their experience were greater 
they would know that these conditions are not well- 
defined ‘‘ facts.”” They are comparative conditions, 
varying in intensity and presenting different degrees 
of significance to the different hands and fingers by 
which they are recognised. A fidgetty horse will 
indicate tenderness when none exists. We remember 
once seeing Mr. Hannay at Marlborough Street touch 
amare’sribs. She squealed and jumped—she would 
have done worse had he touched her thigh. This 
animal had some hair off and was said to have had a 
sore a week previous. The worthy Magistrate was 
convinced by his own eyes of “‘ great tenderness still 
existing,’ and inflicted a fine of 40s. As to heat, 
we never remember a case in which an officer of the 
R.S.P.C.A. failed to find this supposed indication of 
inflammation. Even when it was noticed in con- 
junction with a sprained tendon that had existed for 
four years, it was still evident when the acute lame- 
ness was found to be due to a corn which made itself 
evident at the coronet. 

‘* Ringbones ”’ are an old source of dispute, and 
who is going to ‘settle the point or tell his fellow 
practitioner how to know when lameness is mechani- 
cal or otherwise ? When we see a horse walk and 
trot sound with a well developed ringbone after having 
been unnerved we shall confess that lameness was 
evidence of pain—but not till then. The finer shades 
of diagnosis which recognise when ulceration of the 
articular surfacesis present, or when all inflammatory 
action has ceased, are nothing more than opinions, 
and we have alla right to form our own conclusions. 

When doctors differ—honestly differ—who shall 
decide? Sensible judges give the benefit of the 
doubt to the defendant in such cases. Other judges 
see the horse walk a few yards after an hour or 
two’s standing in the yard and decide “ off their 


own. 


‘¢ NIcKING.”’ 


We have so often had to object to the methods of 
the R.S.P.C.A. that some persons may fancy we are 
not fully endowed with a hatred of cruelty. There 
ought not to be two opinions in the mind of a vete- 
rinarian as to the unqualified cruelty of “ nicking.” 
Three or four incisions in and a pulley to support 
the tail, can only mean an operation to compel a 
horse to carry his tail high. For this there can be 
no justification. But the kind of operation and its 
object, here as always, must be considered. There 
are horses with deformed tails, and operative pro- 
cedure to rectify them is justifiable, quite as much 
as rhino-plastic operations on man. The Leeds case 
we think was unjustifiable, and the penalty well 
placed. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


AN OPERATION FOR VENTRAL HERNIA. 
By J. A. Tuompson, F.R.C.V.S., Lurgan. 


Since Professor Macqueen read his paper on 
‘«‘ Abdominal Surgery,” the subject has received con- 
siderable attention at the hands of many able mem- 
bers of the profession, and various opinions have been 
expressed as to the advisability, or otherwise, of sur- 
gical interference with the abdominal cavity of the 
horse. Indeed, I think we are all agreed that such 
interference is at all times risky, and should never be 
attempted except under the most favourable circum- 
stances, and when no other form of procedure is 
likely to avert a fatal issue, or render the animal 
useful. 

As a record of the experience of men engaged in 
any of the departments in life usually proves inter- 
esting to those pursuing similar callings, in the same 
way may a rough description of one case—the most 
important one that has come under my notice—be 
not uninteresting to those who are endeavouring to 
minimise the dangers attending operations on- this 
region. 

The subject was a five-year-old bay mare, of the 
light harness class, the property of a farmer residing 
in this district. She had been kicked on the right 
flank, with the result that a rent about eight inches 
was found in the abdominal wall of the same region, 
through which, I need hardly say, a large mass of 
intestine protruded, distending the skin, which re- 
mained intact to about the size of two ordinary bed 
pillows. The case appeared a hopeless one, but it 
was Obvious to all that to allow the mare to remain 
in such a condition was useless, sol had to decide 
between slaughtering and operating. With great 
diffidence I adopted the latter course. 

I should say that before I arrived, a large quantity 
of blood had been abstracted from the jugular, as the 
farmer said ‘‘ to prevent inflammation,” and owing to 
her weakened condition from this cause, I deferred 
operation for a few days, put on a bandage, and 
ordered her slops of gruel and milk during the 
interval. 

Having laid her on the left side, and secured her 
firmly, I proceeded in the following manner. After 
cleansing the skin with a carbolic solution, I made 
an incision through that integument a little longer 
than the rupture, but parellel with, and about an 
inch to the one side of it; then a second one about 
three inches in extent, at right angles to the upper 
extremity of the first. This enabled me to turn the 
skin back as a flap and expose the whole situation. 
The bowel appeared uninjured, buta large amount of 
serum had accumulated. I removed the serum with 
my sponges, brought the muscles together with 
twelve interrupted silk sutures, the operation wound 
with sutures of strong hempen cord ; also interrupted. 
Applied a pad of cotton wool saturated with carbolic 
solution, and a strong bandage tightly over all. After 


taking a little cold water she was assisted to her feet 
and put in slings. 

I visited her frequently for a week, during which 
time she kept in a very critical condition. From the 
first she showed signs of considerable pain, by strik- 
ing at her belly and attempting to get down. At the 
end of three days her temperature had reached 108F., 
her breathing became hurried, and although pain 
continued to be evinced, her movements were more 
careful. At the end of a week the painand fever had 
subsided somewhat, and the appetite had commenced 
to return. Ina fortnight she was convalescent. The 
only subsequent trouble was the formation of three 
fistulous wounds, which disappeared as soon as the 
silk sutures sloughed out. 

I should state that the treatment consisted princi- 
pally of opiates, and carbolic dressings. At first I 
prescribed a little aconite but was obliged to discon- 
tinue it. The food for the first week was made up of 
milk, oatmeal gruel, and a little flax seed. 

In closing I may say that this mare continued to 
work in the district for years after, and always had a 
funny twinkle of her eye for any stranger who dared 
approach her right flank. 


PARAPHYMOSIS IN THE HORSE. 


By F. W. H. M.R.C.V.S., 
Assistant to F. R. Ingersoll, M.R.C.V.S., Lewisham. 


Subject. A Brown Cart Gelding, 9 years old. 

Previous History. Healthy. 

Clinical History. The horse had been doing ordi- 
nary work on a farm. The owner finding the horse 
was not feeding well gave him a tonic drink. On 
the next day (January 7) he noticed that the penis 
was protruded, and the animal evidently in pain. 
The owner then gave him another drink. 

On the 12th inst., we were called to see the horse, 
and found about six inches of the penis protruded. 
We prescribed tonics (nux vomica and iron) to be 
given morning and evening, plenty of good food, the 
horse to be well groomed, and have regular exercise. 
The penis was washed with antiseptic lotion, and 
after being fomented was placed in a sling. 

January 14. The horse was feeding well; the 
penis very much swollen, after cleansing the organ 
I scarified it, also the sheath, a quantity of serous 
fluid escaped. 

January 17. The penis very much enlarged an 
beginning to ulcerate, cold to the touch. During 
my visit the horse urinated without any difficulty. 
Continued the treatment, and suggested to the owner 
to allow us to operate on the horse ; this he wou 
not hear of. od; 

January 21. General health of the patient good: 
the penis was now becoming gangrenous, singh 
the treatment for another three days, when, a 
considerable persuasion, the owner consen 
allow us to operate. . 

January 26. 1 passed the catheter, which po - 
in position by sutures; I then made a circ sl 
cision about one-eighth of an inch in depth an 
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inch above the diseased portion of the penis; the 
part was then painted with 20 per cent. solution of 
cocaine, and a strong elastic ligature applied, this 
was allowed to remain on for 26 hours. The liga- 
ture was now removed and cocaine again applied; a 
strong piece of tape, about 3 ft. long, was applied to 
the penis, and the diseased portion was removed by 
a bold circular incision, a large sharp knife being 
used. Hemorrhage was slight, only one or two 
vessels of any size being encountered, to these the 
artery forceps were applied. 

The operation was performed without casting the 
horse, and without the use of the twitch, one man 
only was required to hold the horse’s head. The 
ligature and cocaine had deprived the part of sensa- 
tion, the horse commenced feeding immediately. 
The catheter was passed daily for five days in suc- 
cession. The horse has suffered from no ill effects, 
the appetite is good, he urinates freely, he went to 
work six days after the operation, and up to the pre- 
sent is doing well. 

My chief reasons for recording this case are: 
1. That the operation was performed without giving 
chloroform and casting. 2. There is little or no 
hemorrhage. In future, if I meet with a case of 
this sort, I shall insist on operating sooner, and 
before the parts become gangrenous. 


A CASE OF DYSTOKIA. 
By J. Crowsurst, F.R.C.V.S., 


Assistant Colonial Veterinary Surgeon, Cape Colony, 
South Africa. 


On October 30th, 1895, I was requested to attend 
acow of the Dutch breed that had started calving 
the day before, and which the owner and his boys 
were unable to deliver of her calf. On my arrival I 
found the calf dead, a normal presentation with the 
forefeet just protruding out of the passage. I was 
struck with their immense size, and in passing my 
hand in also with the size of the hesd. I then fixed 
4 cord to the lower jaw, and one to the feet, and got 
Several men to pull, but notwithstanding all our 
efiorts, we found it impossible to get the calf away. 
I then tried to return the calf back into the uterus, 
but could not succeed owing to the calf being so 
tightly wedged in in the passage. There was no 
tom to work with a knife so as to dissect the animal 
away. Having tried for a long time I was forced to 
sive it up as a bad job. The cow—which was one 
with her first calfi—was then shot and opened. On 

€ calf being exposed to view we were all astonished 
at its great size, and were not surprised that we had 
hot Succeeded in getting it away. We then weighed 
es cali—which was a bull one—on steelyards, and 
. und the weight was 110 pounds. This, I think, is 
“extraordinary weight for a calf. The sire of the 

a ‘Friesland Bull”—is renowned for 
setting big stock, and I was informed that this was 


TREATMENT OF SCIRRHOUS CORD. 


By Wixu1am R. Davies, M.R.C.V.S., New Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh. 


I notice that at the meeting of the Midland 
Counties Veterinary Medical Society many of the 
members who spoke seemed very much surprised at 
the statement made in Professor Pritchard’s paper, 
that scirrhous cord could be quite as well treated by 
removing a part from the depth of the tumour as by 
excising the whole mass. There was nothing par- 
ticularly new about this method of dealing with 
scirrhous cord. Anyone who cares to turn to The 
Veterinary Record for September 12th, 1891, will 
find an account of a large and old-standing case of 
scirrhous cord which the owner of the horse would 
not risk having removed after I had got the animal 
cast and put on his back, and had everything ready 
for the operation. 

I was allowed to open the new growth to its depths 
and flush out with a strong perchoride of mercury 
solution. Two or three weeks after the whole tumour 
had disappeared. 

The communication is headed ‘‘ Novel Treatment 
of Scirrhous Cord,” and I stated that I intended to 
try the same treatment again. I have done so on 
two occasions, and both were attended with results 
equally favourable with those indicated in my com- 
munication. The same treatment suffices for the 
removal of most shoulder tumours, a condition which 
is not dealt with in Professor Pritchard’s paper, but 
one where fistul (if fistula means a pipe) are com- 
mon enough, some of them going long distances 
from the main mass, up the neck or down in front of 
the breast. The practice at this College is not to 
attempt the entire dissection of the tumour—a 
lengthy, and not always a safe procedure-—but to 
take the core out, open up the sinuses, and pack them 
with tow and strong astringent solutions. This refers 


THE VETERINARIAN AND LEGISLATION. 


Tue Pustic Heatran Act, 1875, and Tue Puszic 
Heatru (London) Acr, 1891. 


There are some provisions in these Acts of which 
all Veterinary Surgeons should be acquainted. The 
former Act applies to England and Wales, and the 
latter Act to London only. The provisions indicated 
below are identical in lesser Acts. 

Referring to unsound meat, etc., it is provided 
that—Any medical officer of health, or inspector of 
nuisances, may, at all reasonable times, inspect and 
examine any animal, carcase, meat, poultry, game, 
flesh, fish, fruit, vegetables, corn, bread, flour, or 
milk, in any way exposed for sale, or intended for 
the food of man, unless the party charged can prove 
that it was not so intended, and it appears to the 
medical officer, or inspector, to be diseased or un- 
sound, or unfit for the food of man, he may seize 
and carry away the same himself or by an assistant ; 


hot the first cow that had had to be killed on that 
Account, 


and if it appears to the Justice of the Peace that 


[ 
0 
se 
is 
n. | 
e, | of course to the extensive tumours so often met with. 
be 
he 
| 
he | 
an 
us 
nd 
ng 
ty. 
ild 
d; 
ed 
tar 
to 
opt | 
in- | 
yne 


420 


THE VETERINARY 


RECORD _ February 22, 1896 


such thing seized is diseased, or unsound, or unfit 
for the food of man, he shall condemn the same, 
and order it to be destroyed, or so disposed of that it 
cannot be used for food of man; and the person to 
whom it belongs shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding £20 for every carcase, or piece of flesh, 
fish, or poultry, or parcel of fruit, vegetables, etc. 

Any person who prevents or impedes the medical 
officer, or inspector, or their assistant, in the execu- 
tion of his duty, is liable to a penalty of £5. 

Any Justice may, on complaint made on oath by 
a medical officer, or inspector, grant a warrant to 
such officer to search any building or other place 
where the officer has reason to believe anything may 
be stored which it is intended to be used as food for 
man, and to have the same dealt with by a Justice 
under the provisions of these Acts. 


it, Messrs. Hall, Pierce, Heelis, Verney, Maynard, Gilby, 
Radway, Hobbs, Taylor, Young, Thurston, and Gillard. 
Votes of thanks to the essayist and chairman termi- 


nated the proceedings. 
¥. Crownunrst, Assistant-Secretary. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


POST-MORTEM APPEARANCES OF SWINE. 
FEVER. 


(Extracted from the Report of the Chief Veterinary 
Officer published in the Annual Report of the Board of 
Agriculture, 1894.) 


Some of the professional witnesses examined by the 
Departmental Committee of 1893, referred to the fre- 
quent existence of disease in the lungs of pigs affected 


Any person who obstructs any such officer in the 
performance of his duty, in addition to any other 
punishment, is liable to a penalty of £20. 

All Urban Authorities are required to appoint fit 
and proper persons to be Medical Officer of Health 
and Inspector of Nuisances, and no person shall be 
qualified to be appointed as Medical Officer of Health 
unless he shall be registered under the Medical Act, 
1858, and be qualified by law to practice both medi- 
cine and surgery in Mngland and Wales. An Inspector 
of Nuisances must be appointed subject to the re- 
quirements of the Local Government Board; these 
requirements are that all Inspectors of Nuisances 
now appointed must possess a certificate of the 
Sanitary Institute. 

All appointments under theso Acts must be sanc- 
tioned by the Local Government Board, and the 
same person may, with the sanction of the Board, 
be appointed Medical Officer of Health or Inspector 
of Nuisances for two or more districts, when the 
Board will apportion the amount of salary to be paid 
by each district. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


GLASGOW V.M.S. 


A meeting of this Society was held within the College 
on Wednesday evening, 12th inst. Professor Murphy, 
F.Z.S., presided. Essays were read by Messrs. A. Wooley, 
and M. E. White, their respective subjects being “ Cas- 
tration ” and “ Pneumonia in the Horse.” A discussion 
followed, which Mr. R. K. Rutherford, M.R.C.V.S., 
summed up. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.MS. 


The 225th General Meeting of the Society was held in 
the new theatre of the College on Friday, February 
14th, at 6.30 p.m. There were present Messrs. Reeks 
Pierce, and 45 members. Mr. Kitchen was in the chair. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and signed 

Mr. Wood then read a very interesting instructive 
paper on the “ Breeding and Rearing of Farm Stock.’ 

An animated discussion followed, which was opened 
by Mr. Amos, and the following gentlemen took part in 


with swine fever, and indeed in many countries the 
disease is regarded as one which attacks both the lungs 
and intestines, hence the origin of the term “ pneumo- 
enteritis.” 

Observation, and subsequent inquiries into cases 
where lung lesions alone have been detected, have led 
to the conclusion that the only lesions to be relied upon 
as indicative of swine-fever are those which are to be 
found in the intestinal track, lesions in the lungs in 
cases of swine-fever being by no means constant. Ina 
very large majority of the cases in which the lesions 
within the intestines presented undoubted evidence of 
long-standing swine-fever the lungs were found td*be 
perfectly healthy, while in others in which only very 
slight evidence and sometimes no evidence whatever of 
' swine fever could be detected in the intestines, the lungs 
| have been found to be extensively diseased, in fact, the 
| proposition of cases in which both the intestines and 
lungs have been affected at the same time has been com- 
paratively small. 

Pigs are liable to a variety of diseases of the lungs, 
which may be classified under the following headings :— 

1. Hemorrhage on the pleura and within the paren- 
chyma of the lungs characterised by petechize varying In 
size. This condition is frequently present in young pigs 
when attacked with swine fever. 

2. Pneumonia due to ordinary causes, such as cold 
and exposure. This condition is very common during the 
colder seasons of the year. ; 

3. Parasitic affections producing lobular-pneumonl4, 
bronchitis, and catarrh. 

4. Tuberculosis. This disease in the pig usually 
assumes the miliary form ; it is most frequent In the 
longs of old animals, and the spleen is commonly the seat 
of the disease. 

5. Acute pleuro-pneumonia associated with pericar- 
ditis in which the exudation upon the serous membranes 
is remarkable for its density assuming the appearance ° 
a thick false membrane. The consolidation of the lung 
structure in these cases is unusually firm, and if a section 
be made through the diseased portion the surfaces && 
posed frequently bear a striking resemblance to those 
observed in bovine pleuro-pneumonia. In other instances 
the consolidated portions have a blanched “ caseons 
appearance, and occasionally the geueral aspect 1s that “a 
grey hepatisation aud may readily be mistaken for tuber 
culosis, : 

After a constant and careful examinatio 
vation of the various lesions present in the lungs 
experience leads tu the conviction that no spec! 
has yet been differentiated that can be said to be pect , 
to and indicative of swine-fever which, in the 
all intestinal lesions, would justify an observer 19 0 
ing the slaughter of a large herd of swine. 
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When examining the intestines of pigs suspected of|them. Ifa post-mortem be made of such cases it will 
swine-fever it is most important that they should be well | generally be found that there are hemorrhages upon the 
washed and all the ingesta removed therefrom otherwise | surface of the mucous and serous membranes, also in the 
the primary lesions may easily escape the attention of | parenchyma of the lungs, in addition to the usual charac- 
the observer, and in carrying out this examination it | teristic lesions of the disease. When the disease attacks 
must always be borne in mind that a general congested | old pigs, the external manifestations are often so slight 
appearance of the mucous membrane of the intestines | that the owner neither suspects nor recognises that his 
may be and often is produced by the irritating nature of | animals are affected with swine-fever. Cases of this 
the food upon which these animals are frequently fed. | kind have been known to linger on for weeks and ulti- 
In many instances the lining membrane of the bowels | mately recover or die without the authorities being 
will be found to be stained almost black, and unless they | aware of the fact that a centre of the disease existed in 
are very carefully washed before examination the minute | their district. 


ulcers of the diphtheritic deposits are very liable to be} (gix coloured plates illustrate these remarks in the report 


overlooked, .| and are well worth purchase. The price of the report is 
vy The lesions in the intestinal track which may be relied | 1s. 6d. and the publishers are Messrs. Eyre and Spottis- 
of upon as evidence of the existence of swine-fever may be | woode. Fleet Street, E.C., or Hanover St, Edinburgh.—Eb.} 
described under two heads :— 
1. Ulceration. 
e- 2. Diphtheritic exudation. VERRUCOSE ENDOCARDITIS OF SWINE. 
od As a general rule these conditions exist independently 
he but occasionally both may be present in the same 
gs animal, They are most constant in the coecum and the! Disease of the valves of the heart of swine was obser- 
jo” large intestines. Occasionally they are, however, to be | ved in this country long before the specific nature of 
seen in the stomach and sometimes they are found in the | swine-fever had been recognised. Mr. Wm. Youatt, a 
ors small intestines. veterinarian holding a high position as an author, makes, 
ed The primary indications of ulceration are frequently | in a treatise on the breeds, management, feeding, and 
on to be found in the form of minute hemorraghic spots | medical treatment of swine published as far back as 1847, 
be distributed about and slightly raised above the surface | the following remarks bearing upon the preseuce of this 
in of the mucous membrane in some parts of the stomach | disease iu the pig. 
oh or intestine. If examined with a lens of low power, it| “ Diseased valves of the heart appears to be a more 
ons will be seen that the epithelial covering is already in- | common malady than is generally suspected, for in re- 
» of jured and that necrosis has commenced. These spots | peated cases of sudden death, where a post-mortem 
“ve may be dispersed singly or they may be agglomerated, | examination has been made, there have been found 
ery and as the necrosed centres increase in size they assume | fleshy excrescences or tumours on the tricuspid valves. 
r of adark grey to almost black colour and the margins are | We believe Mr. Cartwright, whose name we have al- 
ngs surrounded by a ring having a yellow tinge. These | ready mentioned, was one of the first persons who drew 
the “ulcers,” as they are termed may be isolated or con- | attention to this disease. The only marked precursory 
pnd fluent, and in cases where the disease is of long standing | symptoms appear to be inappetency, and very shortly be- 
pm- they are raised prominently above the surface of the in- | fore death difficulty of breathing and evident distress. 
testine. When confluent they often cover a large area | In one pig that died thus suddenly Mr. Cartwright found 
ngs, and have a peculiar fungoid or mushroom appearance, | several uneven warty excrescences, some as large as mar- 
sag and vary in size from that of a split pea to a/ bles, growing from the edge of the auriculo-ventricular 
a shilling. valves of the left side, also several sma)! papillary growths, 
B in In what is termed the diphtheritic form of the disease | all of which served three parts to close up the ventricular 
pigs an exudate is deposited on the mucous coat of the intes- | opening. 
tine which has a bran-like appearance ; occasionally it is} “In another case he found a loose, jagged, warty ex- 
old of a pale yellow colour, but more frequently it is in all | crescence growing from the whole surface of the tricus- 
the respects similar in colour to the centres of necrosis with- | pid valves, closing up, in a great measure, the ventricular 
; in the ulcers, viz., dark grey to black. The diphtheritic | opening, and projecting at least half-an-inch into the 
nia, deposit is sometimes to be found in patches within the | left auricle. In a third the valves of the left auricle 
stomach, and in the small intestines, but most commonly | were thickened, scirrhous, and presented a ragged, un- 
ally in the cecum or on the ileo cecal valve, and sometimes | even surface. The orifice of the ventricle was almost 
the throughout the whole length of the large intestines. In | closed up by this diseased substauce, and a portion had 
peat old standing cases of swine-fever the walls of the gut will | forced its way into the aorta. This disease was always 
be found to be enormously thickened and covered with | found in the left side of the heart, and in no case did it 
ear- this deposit so much as as to cause it to retain a tubular | extend beyond the circumference of the valves. The 
a orm when removed from the animal. lining membrane of the heart always remained intact.” 
si In all cases of swine-fever the mesenteric glands are| Of late years those warty excrescences upon the valves 
ung more or less swollen and of deep red colour, having a | of the heart have been frequently observed by veterin- 


streaked appearance when cut; this condition of the 
glands, even when definite lesions are absent, is always to 
Ye regarded as extremely suspicious, if not absolutely 
iMdlcative of the presence of swine-fever. 
here are certain features in connection with the 
Pathology of swine-fever which will always render it an 
extremely difficult disease to eradicate. 
lt is well-known that swine-fever occurs in two forms, 
"iz, the acute and fatal, and the chronic or mild, and 
t these forms are regulated to a great extent by the 
$8¢ and powers of resistance of the animal attacked. 
®u young animals, i.e. pigs under four months, are 
even the disease is often very fatal, running its course 


arians engaged in making post-mortem examinations of 
swine affected with swine-fever, and their occasional 
presence in animals affected with that disease has not 
unnaturally led to the conjecture that they were the re- 
sult of, or in some way associated with, swine-fever. 
Continental authors have observed that this morbid con- 
dition is found associated with “swine erysipelas,” a 
disease having low infective power, which appears to be 
more common on the Continent than in this country. 
With a view to ascertain to what extent valvular disease 
of the heart prevailed among pigs the veterinary officers 
of the Board have, during the last three mouths of the 
year 1894, examined 3,065 hearts which were sent to 


de preading rapidly to those in direct contact with 
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fever cases; among which viscera 1,039 cases of swine- 
fever were detected. 

The total number of cases of heart disease detected was 
270, but of these only 107 were found associated with 
swine-fever. 

The inquiry goes to show that disease of the valves of 
the heart is as frequently to be found in pigs not affected 
with swine-fever as in those that are, and that this 
diseased condition of the heart is induced by other causes 
than swine-fever. 

[Accompanying the above is a coloured plate which repre- 
sents the interior of the heart of a pig, natural size, showing 
extersive warty growths upon the tricuspid valves which 
almost block up the auriculo ventricular opening. 

From Veterinary Report of the Board of Agriculture. 


A RINGBONE CASE. 


On 3rd January, 1896, a case of some importance was 
tried before Bailie Wilson, in the Police Court, of Pais- 
ley. A carriage-hirer was charged with having, on the 
25th November, and again on the 13th December last, 
wrought a grey horse in a ’bus while it was suffering 
from lameness on the near foreleg in consequence of 
ringbone on the pastern joint. The case attracted great 
attention, and evidence was led at great length, and the 
pathological conditions causing pain in such cases fully 
gone into. Two officers of the Society, on the 25th No- 
vember, and two again on the 13th December, spoke to 
the heat and swelling on the leg, and that the horse 
showed all the usual physical signs of pain—viz., win- 
cing on pressure, pointing and hanging the leg, standing 
with the hind legs somewhat forward, bobbing the head, 
and adopting a peculiar rolling gait, putting the heel of 
the affected leg down first. Mr, Pottie, V.S., Paisley, 
saw the horse at the time. 

Mr. William Anderson, F.R.C.V.S., and Mr. John H. 
Wilson, M.R.C.V.S., who saw it on the 14th December, 
and Mr. Hugh Brock, M.R.C.V.S., all of Glasgow, who 
saw the horse on the day of trial, described the ringbone 
as a considerable one, and situated on the coronary bone 
above the coffin bone, a most sensitive part, and at the 
foot of the O.s. Suffraginis. They testified minutely 
to the sources of the pain and the cause of lameness. 
The disease was a periostitis, or inflammation of the 
covering of the bene, which threw out a lymph which 
became tie ringbone. This process was accompanied 
with great pain, and caused obstinate and often incurable 
lameness. Other sources of pain were found in the fact 
that the large tendon of the O. s. Pedis had to play 
over this deposit, and that the synovial membranes 
generally became affected and caused great pain, ultima- 
tely stiffening up or causing anchylosis of the joint. The 
gait was characteristic, it was not mechanical lameness, 
and had not yet reached the stage of anchylosis. The 
horse might work at slow work and on soft ground, but 
not in a ’bus or on causewayed streets. The pain and 
lameness was in sngh cases very variable according to 
the treatment the animal received, but after much work 
it must suffer severely, and it was cruel to work it. 

For the defence, Principal McCall gave evidence and 
stated that in his opinion the horse was lame from an 
old founder, or chronic laminitis, and a consequent 
descent of the pedal bone. The ringbone had become 
quiescent, and the animal suffered no pain,as the joint 
was anchylosed. He had examined the horse on 25th 
December, and again on that day, and he denied the 
existence of the physical indications of pain spoken to 
by the officers, and the presence of heat and the swelling 
and he denied also the causes of pain spoken to by the 
veterinary witnesses for the prosecution on these being 


put to him on cross-examination. On certain passages 
being quoted from Professor Williams’ work, he said 
he did not agree with them as put. 

Messrs. Spruell and Houston, Veterinary Surgeons, 
had treated the horse for some years. They treated it 
for ringbone which has stiffened the joint, but was now 
stopped, and there was no pain whatever. They never 
said anything about laminitis. It had suffered at one 
time, but was not suffering now, and could run in the 

The Fiscal, addressing the Court, craved conviction. 
The fact that cases like the present were frequent, and 
led to great dispute was no reason they should escape 
if they involved pain and cruelty. The officers had 
spoken very distinctly to the heat, pain, and swelling at 
the time they libelled, and they were the best witnesses 
for that. Mr. Pottei, V.S., also had seen the horse at 
the time. He (the Fiscal) had been anxious to make 
very plain the actual causes of the pain, and he sub- 
mitted he bad proved his case. With due deference to 
Principal McCall, he did not see how one should go 
back on an old remote cause when a proximate one was 
there before one’s eyes, which was adequate and exactly 
sufficient, according to the witnesses and veterinary 
authorities, to account for all that happened here. The 
other witnesses for the defence seemed to admit the 
ringbone, but put stress on the fact that it had, in their 
opinion, exhausted itself. They had treated the horse 
for ringbone and laminitis. 

The Magistrate said that there had been a conflict of 
evidence in this case. Had the prosecution stood by 
itself, he was quite satisfied with it, but another theory 
had been given in defence, and he thought in these wir- 
cumstances the benefit of any doubt should go for the 
respondent. It was deplorable, however, that experts 
should not be able to agree on such elementary facts, as 
whether there was heat, swelling,and the well-known 
outward symptoms of pain. With this in the way he 
need not criticise further, or in detail the evidence. He 
would find the charge not proven. 


THE “NICKING” OF SHOW HORSES. 


A case of great interest to horse- breeders and veterin- 
ary surgeons was heard on Monday, February 10th, by 
Messrs. C. Lister Kaye, W. Briggs, and B. Wilson, at the 
Wakefield West Riding Court, the defendants being two 
well known Yorkshire horse dealers and exhibitors, Mr. 
Alfred Crossley, of Brierley Hall Stud. Farm, Chevet, 
near Wakefield, and Mr. Robert Smith, horse dealer, 
York. Mr. Crossley was charged with causing two 
horses and a mare tu be tortured and ill-treated, and Mr. 
Smith was charged with ill-treating the animals. Mr. 
Colam, barrister, prosecuted on behalf of the RS.P.C.A., 
and Mr. J. Beverley, barrister, appeared for the defen- 
dants. 

Mr. Colam said the offence consisted in the perform 
auce of an operation which he had hoped had gone into 
disuse many years ago, but which was formerly a common 
practice. It seemed that amongst a large number 0 
animals belonging to Mr. Crossley were a chestnut a, 
a stallion, and a gelding, which had been docked, au 
docked closely, some time ago, but Mr. Crossley seem f 
to have been dissatisfied with the shortness of the tails 0 
the animals. They did not, to his mind, appear to = 
smart, erect, and perky enough to make them fashionable, 
and therefore he resorted to the old and cruel coreg 
“ nicking” the horses’ tails with a view to make t : 
look a little better in the sale yard or the show om 
He engaged Mr. Smith, who went to Chevet, an 
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and whilst they were securely held there Mr. Smith 
made four large wounds or incisions in the muscles under 
the tail of each horse. The animals were then placed in 
stalls, padded on each side with bags or sacks of straw, to 
prevent them from lying down. Their tails were plaited 
with straw, and a rope was attached to this, carried up to 
ceiling, passed over a pulley, and at the other end of the 
rope a 3lb. or 4lb. weight was suspended with the object 
of holding the tails of the horses erect or perpendicular. 
Smith gave instructions that the three horses were to be 
kept in that position for three weeks, and no doubt his 
instructions would have been carried out but for the fact 
that two stud grooms, named William Tucker and Harry 
Farley, late in the employ of Mr. Crossley, were so dis- 
gusted by the cruel operation that they gave information 
to Mr. Smuin, the society’s inspector at Wakefield, and 
he intervened after the animals had been in torture for a 
week. The mare, which was eight years old, was docked 
many years ago, and sufficiently so to satisfy any fashion, 
for she had been exhibited and secured prizes at several 
shows, and yet her owner ordered this abominable opera- 
tion to be performed because he thought her tail was 
somewhat crooked. With regard tothe other two animals 
there was no suggestion of malformation. The opera- 
tion was resorted to instead of the gingering dodge. 

A number of witnesses then gave evidence corrobora- 
ting the opening statement of counsel. 

Tucker, the stud groom, stated that the chestnut 
mare was Daffodil, which is well known to frequenters 
of agricultural and other shows, and the stallion was 
Novelty. He minutely described the operation, and said 
Mr. Smith received £6 for performing it. He also stated 
that at the time the eperatiou was performed the mare 
was suffering from blistered hocks and was in foal. Mr. 
Crossley told him that the horses were going to be 
show horses during the coming season, and that he wan- 
ted them to carry their tails well without it being 
necessary to use ginger. After the horses had stood for 
a week after being nicked their legs swelled almost to the 
size of their bodies. He denied that he had been dis- 
missed by Mr. Crossley ; he left of his own accord. 

Mr. R. E. White, veterinary surgeon, Wakefield, said 
the operation was unnecessary and a very barbarous and 
cruel practice. 

Professor Pritchard, of London, late President of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, said the operation 
was absolutely unnecessary and accompanied with a con- 
siderable amount of cruelty and pain. 

Mr. Wragg, of London, another late President of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, said “ vicking”’ 
caused far more pain than blistering or firing, and he 
refused to perform the operation on the ground of 
cruelty. 

Mr. Frank Somers, veterinary surgeon, Leeds, said 
“uicking” was unnecessary and unjustifiable, aud he had 
hever heard of it having been performed in Leeds. 

Mr. Beverley, for the defence, contended that the 
operation was a surgical one, with a local object. It was 
Properly performed, and was perfectly justifiable. He 
called a number of witnesses for the defence. 

Mr. Joseph Shepherd Carter, F.R.C.V.S., said there 
Was 10 more cruelty in the operation than in other opera- 
tions, and if the horses had crooked tails the operation 
Was a proper one to straighten them. He had uperated 
oh a great many horses in the same way, and always 
attached a weight. A horse worth £100 with a straight 
tail would lose £25 in value if it had a crooked tail. 

t. Tom Dawson, veterinary surgeon, Pontefract, who 
Was present when the three horses were operated upon, 
a the operation was beautifully performed, and occupied 
Ate 4 minute, and the horses hardly made a struggle. 
—e Vinegar and salt was applied to the wounds with 

‘on wool. There was no unnecessary pain inflicted. 


ant in the North of Ireland he had often seen the opera- 
tion of “ nicking” performed; it was quite a common 
operation there to straighten crooked tails. 

Robert Barnett, a groom in the service of the defendant 
Crossley, said the operation was performed to make the 
horses carry their tails in a proper position. He did not 
think the horses suffered much pain. 

Several local witnesses gave evidence to the effect that 
there was no cruelty in connection with the operation. 

Mr. Smith, one of the defendants, said that he had 
often performed the operation, not only in England, but 
in Brussels, Germany, Antwerp, and other places. He 
attached the weights to the pulleys and left them in 
working order on the ground, giving particular instruc- 
tions to Tucker to keep the weight on the ground and to 
decrease them every day. In cross examination, the 
witness said he had performed the operation for 40 years. 

Mr. Crossley, the other defeudant, said he never saw the 
weights off the floor. The operation was performed to 
remedy a slight deformity in the animals’ tails. The 
three horses in questiou were the only horses he had out 
of 60 or 70 which had crooked tails. He had never said 
that he was going to the expense of the operation to save 
the cost of ginger. 

Council then addressed the Bench, and after the case 
had occupied the attention of the Court from 11.30 a.m. 
until 6.30 p.m. the Chairman said they had unanimously 
decided to convict. Each defendant was fined £6, and 
had £7 1s. 6d. to pay as costs altogether £13 1s. 6d each. 

Mr. Beverley stated that he should appeal.—- Yorkshire 


VETERINARY SURGEONS DIFFER. 
CRUELTY CasE AT BRIGHTON. 


At Brighton Borough Bench, before the Stipendiary 
(Mr. ©. G. Heathcote), Alderman Davey, Mr. Daniel 
Hack, Mr. J. Martin, Councillor Dewe, and Deputy- 
Surgeon General McKellar, Harry Bishop and Albert 
Wilkins appeared to answer adjourned summonses, the 
former for cruelty to a horse by working it when in an 
unfit state on January 22nd, and the latter for causing 
the same to be worked in an unfit state.—Mr. Buckwell 
vow represented the defendants. 

Mr. Buckwell cross-examined, [nspector Deusbury, 
R.S.P C.A., who said he adhered to the opinion that the 
horse was suffering from bone spavin. He had not ex- 
amined for azoturia. Sudden lameness might be caused 
by azoturia, but in that case the hock would not 
be inflamed. The horse was now much better. 

Inspector Deusbury called Mr. R. J. Dawson, M.R.¢.v:s, 
who said he examined the horse the previous day, and 
that morning. The horse had bone spavin and swelled 
tendons, but he thought it absurd to say it was suffering 
from azoturia, as that was an acute disease, and sent 
the temperature up very high. The horse was still unfit 
for road work. 

Mr. Buckwell called Mr. A. Maller, veterinary surgeon, 
whv said he had examined the horse, but found no 
spavin. He treated the horse from November 25th for 
azoturia, or excess of nitrogen in the system) On Janu- 
ary 14th he gave instructions that the horse might be fit 
for work in nine or ten days if it went sound. 

Mr. A. Farrant, MROC.V.S., of East Grinstead. 
agreed that the horse was not suffering from spavin. He 
also agreed that sudden lameness might be caused by the 
effects of azoturia. ; 
The Stipendiary said he felt that no Bench of Magis- 
trates ought to convict in a case where there was sv mach 
difference of opinion between qualified wituesses, no 
doubt perfectly honest. Both summonses were dismissed. 
—Sussex Daily News. 
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WHEN VETERINARY SURGEONS DIFFER. 
Cruetty Case at HAstTINGs. 


At the Hastings County Bench, before Sir Anchitel 
Ashburnham (in the chair), Sir A. Anson, Admiral Gar- 
forth, Dr. F. M. Wallis, Mr. T. Parkin, and Mr. H. E. 
Cruttenden. Major Lang, Chief Constable of East 
Sassex, was also on the Bench; Frederick Brooks was 
summoned for working a horse in an unfit state, and 
Arthur Hevry White, was summoned for causing the 
horse to be worked. Defendants pleaded not guilty. 

Inspector Duncan, R.S.P.C.A., prosecuted, and Mr. E. 
Chandler, defended. 

The inspector stated that on January 23rd he saw 
Brooks driving a grey horse attached to a four wheeled 
waggon, laden with hay in Sedlescombe Road. The 
horse was very lame in both fore legs. The knees were 
inflamed and the horse dragged the off fore toe on the 
ground. It could not be worked without causing great 
pain. He told Brooks the horse was lame, and he replied, 
“ Yes, on one side only, and has considerable trouble to 
getup. On the 24th witness spoke to White about the 
horse. Defeudaut told him it was like it when he bought 
it ; he bought it to use in a pug mill and to do odd jobs. 
— Cross examined: The bony deposit in the knees was 
still going on. It was completely anchylosed, although 
the knee was inflamed. Lameness accompanied by in- 
flammation was the language of pain!—P.S. Saunders 
also gave evidence. 

Me. Percy Hill, veterinary surgeon, said he saw the 
horse on the 24th January at Mr. White’s stables. 1n- 
flammation was going on and it was unfit for work.— 
Cross-examined: The anchylosis had been going on for 
some time, say two or three years. There was no pain 
when the knee was anchylosed if the animal was not 
worked. 

Professor Woodroffe Hill said the off knee was anchy- 
losed and the near knee partially so. There was an iu- 
flamed tendon in the off,anda bone spavin in the near.— 
Cross-examined: He had seen the horse for the last four 
years and had remonstrated. He had no idea why pro- 
ceedings had not been taken before. He reported the 
horse to the Iuspector three months ago, when it was 
excessively lame. 

Mr, Chandler, for the defence, said Mr. White bought 
the horse from a Mr. Barton who purchased the horse, 
which had been used on the metropolitan tramway, in 
London. It was known that horses worked on a tram- 
way became weakened in the knees. It was a case of 
cow plete ossification, and the horse had been stated by 
Mr. Dunean’s predecessors to be fit for light work. 

Mr. Jarvis, veterinary surgeon, said he visited White’s 
stables on the 24th January, and examined a grey mare, 
and found the off fore knee joint swollen, but with no 
heat or tenderness, The horse did not iudicate any un- 
easiness or pain. The horse could be worked on fair 
ground without pain, The near knee was a little stiff. -- 
Cross-examined ; He told White that he had hetter not 
work the horse in the town on account of public feeling. 
There was no abnormal heat. The back tendons were 
not at all swollen. If the horse could move the knee a 
little it would suffer great pain. If he worked the horse 
he would work it on a road favourable to progression ! 

Mr. Percival Perkius, veterinary surgeon, said the 
condition of the horse was good, and fit for slow work,— 
Cross-examined : To work the horse would not give pain, 
only inconvenience. 

Frauk Bartoo, a former owner, gave evidence. 

The Magistrates went to inspect the horse, at the in- 
vitation of Inspector Duncan. On returning, the Chair- 
man said they had decided that the horse was not fit for 
work, but they were not convinced that the owner knew 


it was suffering pain. They dismissed the case, but 
thought it a proper one for the Society to briog forward 
and would remit the costs. They strongly advised the 
owner to shoot the horse.—Sussex Daily News. 


UNQUALIFIED MEDICAL ASSISTANTS. 


Sir,—Mr. Coroner Wyatt’s remarks (reported in 
The Standard) upon the practice of employing un- 
qualified medical assistants are very pleasant reading. 
It cannot be too often pointed out that, to send an 
unqualified man to visit and prescribe for patients is to 
perpetrate, as the Coroner said, “ very little less than a 
fraud.”’ It is all very well for the assistant and his em- 
ployer to say that they never asserted that the former 
was qualified. Perhaps not, in so many words, but to 
the ignorant and unsuspicious poor (who are the chief 
sufferers) the mere fact that such a man is a doctor’s 
assistant, that he does visit, and that he (sometimes, at 
all events) occupies a separate surgery, is taken as suffi- 
cient evidence that he is a properly qualified medical 
man. 

Occasionally there is an outery against the prescribing 
chemist. That personage is troublesome enough and dan- 
gerous enough, in all conscience, but he is not half as bad 
as the unqualified assistant. The chemist’s “ patients ” do, 
at least, kuow that he is not a doctor, and take the risk 
with their eyes open. Moreover, the chemist, knowing 
that there is nobody behind him to sign lying death cer- 
tificates should a catastrophe occur, readily takes alarm, 
and packs the sufferer off to the nearest doctor. - 

There is an important point about the unqualified 
assistant question which ought not to be forgotten. Not 
ouly is he unqualified, but, in uinety-nine cases out of a 
hundred, he is a man to whom various Examination 
Boards have deliberately refused (often more than once) 
to grant a diploma, because, after impartial and careful 
examination, they have found him too ignorant to be 
entrusted with the lives of his fellow creatures. So that, 
not only is he vot proved competent, but he is actually 
proved incompetent. The ranks of his class are recruit- 
ed almost entirely from the idlest and least intelligent 
of the students ; men to whom, after they have loafed 
about a hospital for ten or twelve years, their justly in- 
dignant fathers say at last : “ You have done nothing but 
spend mouey all your life; now go and earn some.” Of 
course, I know that there are here and there to be found 
a few who, through no fault of their own, have been un- 
able to finish their course. For such one feels every 
sympathy. But they are the rare exceptions, and even 12 


their case there is no sufficient reason why the public and 


the profession should suffer through their misfortune. A 
man may not be an “ unqualified’ curate because his 
father died bankrupt before he had finished his Univer- 
sity course, and nobody never heard of an “ unqualified ’ 
man practising at the Bar >r as a solicitor till he should 
scrape together the money to pay the necessary fees for 
admission to the legal profession. 

Let me draw attention to one other aspect of the 
question--viz., the meanness of those who employ un- 


qualified assistants. A doctor who has more work than 


he can do without an assistant must be making at the 
very least eight hundred pounds a year. In the present 
over-crowded state of the profession, qualified assistants 
are plentiful enough at eighty pounds, seventy poun’, 
or even less, a year. Yet, rather than pay this low sum 


(which he can afford), he subjects his younger fi 

poorer brethren to a grossly unfair competition, 40 oli. 
thus enabled to “sweat ” both them and their unqua®- 
tied rivals. How loud would be his outcry were mp A 
tition of such a nature brought into play against his 
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ANNUAL REPORT ON THE LAHORE VETER- 
INARY COLLEGE, 1894 95. 


This report by Captain Nunn, C.I.E., shows steady 
progress and success in producing native “ Veterinary 
Assistants ”’? in India. The College is called a Veterin- 
ary College, but it does not yet produce veterinary sur- 
geons. Probably in time the fully developed article will 
be reached. 

The Principal says the number of students who pre- 
sented themselves for examination was 54, out of which 
37 were successful and 17 unsuccessful. 

The results of the final examination are given in 
appendix A. In this it will be seen that out of the 17 
unsuccessful candidates 10 failed in surgery, and the 
reason of this is that it is a purely practical test, and 
practical work is always the weak point with all native 
students. Itis a subject that cannot be got up from 
books or lectures alone and involves constant attendance 
and careful and intelligent attention to the hospital prac. 
tice, and also requires a knowledge of practical horse- 
manship. This is shown by the small percentage of 
military students who failed in this subject compared 
with the civilians, the sowars being horsemen and used 
to handling animals. 

The chief changes and matters of interest in the Col- 
lege during the educational year are—first, the change of 
Professors of the College. Veterinary-Lieutenant H. A. 
Sullivan resigned his appointment on 3rd June, 1894, 
being granted leave to Europe on the recommendation 
of a Medical Board, and the appointment of Veterinary- 
Lieutenant E. E. Martin as Professor on the 3rd of 
October, 1894. From 3rd June, 1894, to 7th July, 1894, 
Veterinary Lieutenant R. L. Cranford, Superintendent, 

Civil Veterinary Department, South Punjab, was deputed 
to do duty at the College. In my former reports I have 
commented on the great difticulties to be contended with 
im such a constant change of Professors, and it is now to 
be hoped that there will be some permanency. Veterin- 
ary-Lieutenant Martin was naturally at first somewhat 
strange to the work, and being only a short time in 

ndia was not well acquainted with the language collo- 
quially, These difficulties he has, however, now over- 
come and is able to take a large quantity of the hospital 
practice off my hands. In fact the arrangement now is 
that we divide the huspita! avd senior class between us 
i the winter session, each taking half and changivg 
weekly. By this arrangement we are enabled to give 
more individual attention to the students than it is possi- 
ble to do in a large class. 

During the Darbar in November last the College was 
visited by His Excellency Lord Elgin, the Viceroy and 

rovernor-General of India, and Lord Harris who, at that 
ume, was Governor of Bombay, both of whom expressed 

ir approval. 

_ The following text-books in Urdu have been added dur- 

aa. by the following authors to those already 

aud Physiology by Mehta Shah, teacher 


eakiet Bovine Pathology by Sardar Shah, Teacher of the 
F A Treatise on practical horse shoeing by Khan 
‘cur Amir Shah, assistant surgeon and clinical clerk, 

Me 7 Veterinary College. 
ic 4 A. Robertson, Director of Land Records and 
ulture, the superior officer who forwards the report 
The Prete, prefixes a short report concluding thus : 
etre once again speaks highly of the willing 
renal on of the whole of his staff, and I am able from 
rh observation cordially to endorse his remarks. 


“ring the year under report the hovour of “ Companion 


of the Indian Empire” has been conferred ou Veterinary 
Captain J. A. Nunn, by Her Majesty, on account of his 
services to the College, which have continued to be as 
valuable as heretofore during the present year. The re- 
port is a record of steady, substantial progress which 
reflects credit on all concerned. 


HORSES v. MECHANICAL HAULAGE, 


At the half-yearly meeting of the Liverpool Tram- 
ways and Omnibus Company, the Chairman, Sir 
David Radcliffe, said the directors had had in contem- 
plation for a considerable time past a change from horse 
haulage to mechanical haulage, and they had experi- 
mented with the steam locomotive, compressed air, and 
electric haulage by means of the accumulator system. 
Steam would pay, but the Corporation had always felt 
that it was not a permissible system to advopt in a beau- 
tiful city like Liverpool. Compressed air was found 
upon trial to be far more costly than horse haulage, and 
as to electricity applied by means of the accumulator 
system, the estimate exceeded by 15 per cent. the pre- 
sent system, in addition to which the company would 
have had to pay for every car such a sum as would have 
required additional capital to the extent of £268,000. 
The cable system had also been found to be out of the 
question. Horse haulage su far had been the best 
system they could make use of, and under present cir- 
cumstances it would be folly on their part to change it, 
and run the risk of paying no dividends, At present 
the horse haulage cost them 5d. a mile, while mechani- 
cal haulege would cost about 7d., and as the miles 
they ran jin the course of a year were a little over 
four millions, the difference would represent no less 
a sum than £34,000, which would exhaust all the profit 
on their working. 


CRUELTY TO HORSES. 


George H. Collins, of Wild’s Rents, Bermondsey, was 
charged, at the instance of Inspector Rogers, of the Royal 
Society for the preventiou of Cruelty to animals, for 
leading a horse when in an unfit condition, and Robert 
Oak, of Tabard Street, Borough, his employer, was sum- 
moued for allowing the horse to be taken out. 

Mr. Colam, barrister, who prosecuted on behalf of the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
stated that on the 11th inst. Inspector Rogers saw 
Collins leading the horse amongst seversl others in Naval 
Row, Poplar. The animal was very lame, and had been 
fired. There was great heat in the neighbourhood of the 
fetlock, and the animal had a contracted foot. The 
lameness was due to ringbone. Collins said Mr. Bone, 
partner of the defendant Oak, had sent him out with the 
horse. Oak was seen later by the inspector, and he said 
he was in bed when Collins started, but he gave directions 
for the horse to he taken to the docks for shipment to 
Belgium. (Laughter). Three veterinary surgeons and 
Professur Pritchard would tell them the horse was quite 
unfit to travel. 

Inspector Regers said thet Oak admitted the horse 
was lame, but added that it was not sv lame as the pony. 

Mr. F. W. Kendal, veterinary surgeon, said the horse 
was very lame on the off-fore leg and was suffering from 
ringbone, contracted tendons, and sprained fetlock. 
There was much heat in the fetlock, and it would be 
cruelty to walk it ; 

By Mr. Atkinson : It was not mechanical lameness, 

Professor W. Pritchard stated that he had seen the 
horse that day, and it was totally unfit totravel. As the 
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horse had been rested since the 11th it was now in.an 
improved state. The lameness was absolutely from 
severe pain. He had never known a horse to go lame, 
and not tobe in pain. That was the language of pain. 

Mr. I. Print, veterinary surgeon, also gave similar 
evidence. 

For the defence Mr. Atkinson said it was a case of 
“zeal getting the better of discretion.” The horse, 
which was admitted to be in excellent condition, was to 
be shipped to the Continent to be slaughtered. It was 
not contended that the horse was not lame, but he denied 
that it was in pain. There was an old saying, “ When 
doctors differ who is to decide?” and he had three or 
four veterinary surgeons present who would tell them 
that the horse was not suffering. He submitted that 
there was no evidence against Mr. Oak. 

Mr. 8. H. Nye and Mr. G. A. Herron, veterinary sur- 
geons, gave evidence contradicting that given by the other 
expert witnesses. 

Mr. Dickinson, having examined the horse, said that 
in the case there had been, as was not unusual, a differ- 
ence of opinion among professional gentlemen, and he 
had got to decide which was right. He had seen the 
horse, and had no hesitation in saying that at the present 
moment it was quite unfit to work. The penalty in 
Collins’s case would be 10s. and £1 1s. costs, and Oak 
would be fined 40s., and would have to pay £4 6s. costs. 


GLANDERS AND U.S.A. REGULATIONS. 


The Sacretary of the United States Bureau of Animal 
Industry has announced that a thorough and rigid in- 
spection of all horses for exportation will be instituted 
by them. It is further stated in the report that “ after 
inspection each animal will te tagged and described so 
that identification will be easily made upon landing 
should any communicable or contagious disease be 
alleged to affect a horse in any lot shipped from the 
United States.” Unfortunately, we have no veterinary 
inspection on this side to detect diseased horses if they 
arrive. ‘The glandered and the healthy alike may pass 
freely inland through our ports without examination. 

As glanders prevails extensively in some of the United 
States—especially Illinois and its chief town Chicago— 
and with a view to the probability of our instituting 
regulations to prevent the introduction of infected 
animals into this country, the Dominion is not without 
feeling some anxiety on the subject. The principal port 
whence North American horses are exported is Montreal, 
and dealers in this country call all animals shipped from 
that place Canadians, whether bred in Canada or not. 
Canada, therefore, fears that she may be included in such 
restrictions as she cannot fail to think we will some day 
impose. There is no other conclusion arrived at by in- 
telligent sanitarians but that it is the duty of our 
Government to confine the introduction of all foreign 
horses to special ports, where they shall be submitted 
to thorough and rigid veterinary inspection befure they 
are allowed to be removed from the landing- places.— Live 
Stock Journal. 


Goverment Grants to Veterinary Colleges. 


The subject of Government grants to veterinary col- 
leges was, it 1s understood, brought before a committee 
meeting of Edinburgh Town Council, on Wednesday, 
12th inst., and it was agreed, in view of a contribution 
being given by the Government to the veterinary col- 
lege in Ireland, that steps should be taken to have the 
veterinary colleges in England and Scotland upon the 
same footing as the Irish colleges. 


NEW INSTRUMENTS. 


_Sa0v18 40 


“@3S019 


RELIANCE ” CASTRATOR. 
(PatTENTED.) 


The above illustration shows a new form of in- 
strument for castrating, which is said to be very 
simple, and to possess advantages. 


It has longitudinal grooves deeply cut, both on the 
upper and lower blades, which when closed fit accur- 
ately into each other, thereby squeezing the cord 
sufficiently to prevent hemorrhage, see figs “A” and 
“iB.” 


The upper and lower blades are curved, the former 
having a series of small sharp teeth, so that when 1n 
the act of closing the instrument, by means of these 
teeth, it is impossible for the cord to slip, and 1s 
cleanly cut and clamped with the one action ; it also 
has a very simple arrangement whereby you can 00: 
tain parallel pressure throughout the whole length of 
the blades, this being a great advantage over instru- 
ments now in use. The upper blade having tee 
will not blunt like the ordinary instruments. 

It is nickel plated and fitted with a thumb screw, 
so that it can be taken to pieces for cleaning put 
poses. It has been patented and practically tested. 

The patentees and manufacturers are Messts. 
Arnold and Sons, of West Smithfield, London. Price, 
nickel plated, 38s. 6d. 
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ILLUSTRATED HORSE-BREAKING. 


In bygone days a Duke of Newcastle and an Earl of 
Pembroke wrote treatises on the equestrian art. In 
those times the horse was almost the only motor, 
and men of education and leisure devoted study and 
practical attention to the arts of breaking, training, 
and general management. Probably the advent of 
railways is a good deal to blame for the neglect 
which educated men have in modern times bestowed 
upon the horse. All men profess to like horses, 
very many imagine they understand them ; as a fact, 
very few, even among horsemen, attain to more 
than a superficial knowledge of the animal. Cattle, 
sheep, and pigs are far better understood and more 
scientifically watched over than horses. It is a 
common complaint that horses’ mouths and manners 
are less cultivated now than they were in the last 
generation. The complaint is well founded, and 
probably the explanation is that in these days of 
hurry insufficient time is given to early training. 
Another reason for this evil is, that more horses are 
now ‘‘ broken” by amateurs who possess neither the 
experience nor the knowledge necessary to give their 
work permanency and finish. 

In 1889, Captain Horace Hayes published his first 
edition of ‘‘ Horse-breaking,” in which he offered 
the public a rational and systematic method. In 
this, his second edition, we have really a new book, 
written in the light of further experience, and after 
some years of practical devotion to his art. 

The author says, ‘“‘ While writing for practical 
men, I have kept in view the fact that, by working 
on the principles of equine psychology and equine 
locomotion, we can make horse-breaking a science as 
well as an art.’’ This is the key to the arrangement 
of the work. It commences with a chapter on the 
“Mental Qualities of the Horse,’’ and considers 
these, under the following sub-headings—Conscious- 
ness, Idesa, Memory, Habit and Instinct, Intelligence 
and reason, Special instincts and senses, Vice. To 
the reader who cares little for the practice of horse- 
breaking, this chapter of itself will afford a treat. 

It is far and away the best essay on the subject we 
have yet seon. ‘To the reader who is interested in 
the more practical part of the subject, this first 
chapter is essentia!, if he is ever to attain more than 
an empirical art. The science of horse-breaking re- 
quires a fundamental knowledge of the mind and 
habits of the horse. We should like to quote from 
this chapter, but the difficulty would be in leaving 
off. It is all good. 

The next two chapters are on the “ The Theory of 

orse-control,”” and the ‘‘Theory of Mouthing.” 

hen we have a very exhaustive chapter on “ Me- 
thods of Horse-control.” This is copiously illus- 


trated, and makes clear to any reader the way to use 
lters, bridles, surcingles, side lines, strait-jackets, | 
leg-straps, tail ropes, and all the hundred and one | 


lady’s hacks, cavalry, polo, shooting, etc. The last 
three chapters are on ‘“ Faults of Mouth,” “ Faults 
of Temper,”’ “Circus Tricks.” 

The whole work is a fund of information, well 
arranged, and well expressed. The horseman who 
is also a veterinarian will be the most appreciative 
reader, for he will most thoroughly grasp the foun- 
dation upon which the methods rest, and will most 
readily follow the scientific interpretation of the 
practice recommended. The book is published by 
Messrs. Thacker and Co., and is as handsome a vo- 
lume as paper, type, and binding can make it. The 
illustrations are beautifully done, and number 124. 
A very complete index renders reference to any 
special subject easy. Whether the book be used for 
careful study, or as a reference and guide, by men 
who are already possessed of some practical know- 
ledge, it will meet all expectations. On only one 
point we venture to differ with the author—and this 
we do with some diffidence. We cannot think that 
Captain Hayes quite correctly estimates the average 
person’s strength, activity, and pluck, when he de- 
scribes his system of breaking as ‘‘ easy of execution.” 
Doubtless his method does make the art easier, but 
without activity, pluck, and a cool temper, the 
average man should be advised—-ne credite equi. 

Illustrated Horse Breaking, by M. Horace Hayes, 
F.R.C.V.S., late Captain “The Buffs” ; illustrated by 
J. H. Oswald Brown. Second edition. London: W. 
Thacker & Co., 87 Newgate Street, E.C. 1896. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


At the Levée held on the 13th February at Dublin 
Castle, by Earl Cadogan, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
the following officers of the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment attended :— 

Veterinary-Lieut-Colonel C, Clayton, presented by 
Field-Marshal the Right Honorable F. 8. Lord Roberts, 
V.C., G.C.B., G.C.s.L, G.C.LE., R.A, 

Vety.-Majors J. Reilly and I. Mathews, F.R.C.V.S., 
F.R.G.%. 

Veterinary Captains C. E. Nuthall, J. A. Meredith, 
F.R.C.V.S., and A. J. Haslam, M.D., F.R.C.V.S,, 


CoLoNEL PoysEr’s D.S.O. 


The following letter appeared in The Civil and Mili- 
tary Gazette, of January 27 : 

Sir,—It is pleasing to notice that the services of the 
Army Veterinary Department have been acknowledged 
in the List of Honours bestowed for the recent Chitral 
Relief Expedition. Whether the officers of the D:part- 
ment will consider that a D. 8. O. to Veterinary Lieut.- 
Colonel Poyser is a sufficient recognition is another 
question. They will probably be of opinion that when 
the services of Officers Commanding Regiments, the 
heads of the Medical Department, etc., are recognised by 
the Companionship of the Bath, the bestowal of the 
D. 8. O., a junior officer’s decoration, on an officer of 
Colouel Poyser’s standing, is a slur on their service, and 
shows in what small estimation their work is hell. 


appliances useful to control the horse in any position | Veterinary-Colonel Poyser has over thirty-years’ service, 


and for any urpose. 

Then follow onl on the different methods of | 
breaking for various purposes—saddle, harness, 
Mmping, and for the school. A special chapter is 

Voted to breaking for such special purposes as 


and has a well-known reputation for professional skill, 
and administrative ability. During the expedition, of 
thirteen officers of the Department employed, one died, 
and three were invalided. At its close three more were 
placed on the sick list for illness of a serious natnre, one 
of whom has been sent home on medical certificate. 
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These facts speak for themselves. The Army List shows 
135 Veterinary officers on the Active List. Sixty-nine 
are credited with War Service. Of these, 47 have served 
with Indian troops. One, four times ; four, three times ; 
three, twice ; and thirty-nine,once. By way of reward, 
four officers were promoted for the Afghan War, one for 
Afghanistan and South Africa combined, one received 
the D. S. O. for the Chin Lushai Expedition, and now 
Veterinary Colonel Poyser has been granted the same 
decoration for Chitral. For work done in Civil employ 
one officer has been made a Companion of the Indian 
Empire. Veterinary-Colonel Hallen, late of the Indian 
Veterinary Department, also received C.I.E. shortly 
before retirement. These statistics, hung up in the 
class-rooms of the Veterinary Colleges at Home, would 
not encourage the best men to join the Army Veterinary 
Department, when they realised that a good part of 
their lives must be speut in India. a 


JRANSFERS ORDERED iN INDIA. 


Vet.-Lieut. Peacocke, on completion of remount duty at 
Bombay, to Mhow; Vet.-Lieut. Farmer, from Mhow, to 
Kamptee; Vet.-Lieut. Baldrey, from Kirkee to Nee- 
much ; and Vet. Lieut. Wilson, from Neemuch to Kirkee. 

A, N, Gazette, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


FRIEDBERGER 
AND FROENER’S “ PATHOLOGIE.” 


Sir,—As an American translation of Friedberger and 
Fréhner’s Lehrbuch der speciellen Pathologie wud Therapie 
der Haustheiere has been offered on sale in England, | 
have the honour to inform you that the German pub- 
lisher—Herr Ferdinand Enke, of Stuttgart—tells me 
that this American book is unauthorised by him, and is 
consequently a literary piracy, which he has taken mea- 
sures to suppress in England. I regret to say that the 
American translator has made use, in his ciicular, of 
favourable opinions by English (and Scotch) veterinary 
surgeous, who, probably, would have beeu more careful 
in expressing their praise (and gratitude /) had they been 
aware of the circumstances under which this illegal at- 
tempt to sell the American piracy had beeu made. 

So far trom this prohibition of the sale of the Ameri- 
can translation of this most valuabie work on veterinary 
medicine being a hardship to those English veterinary 
surgeons who are unacquainted with more languages 
than one, it will really be a boon, because | have pur- 
chased from Herr Enke the right of translating the said 
work into Engiish. The purchase on my part secures 
for my future readers the following advantages :— 

1. My translation will be of the fourth and improved 
edition, which, Herr Enke tells me, will be ready early 
next month (March), and of which he is sending me the 
advance sheets, 

2. I shall furnish a commentary on the text, some- 
what similar in method to the notes Cadiot, Reis, and 
Trasbot added to the French translation. Kven if my 
annotations be not more valuable than those of the 
American translator, | shall have the undeniable advan- 
tage of help from several English veterinary surgeons 
who have kindly promised to collaborate with me. 

3. The cost of the American translation was £2 10s. 
My translation will not be more than half that amount, 
aud will thus be well in reach of ordinary practitioners 
and students. 
obedient servant, 

M. H. Havegs, F.R.C.V.S. 


ELECTION OF COUNCIL, JUNE, 1896. 


Royat CouLece oF VETERINARY SURGEON, 
10 Rep Lion Square, W.C, 
20th February, 1896. 
Dear Sir, 

Will you kindly allow me, through your valuable 
journal, to inform members of the Profession thatj I 
purpose sending out, at an early date, the Foreign voting 
papers. The retiring members of Council, elegible for 
re-election if nominated, are as follows :— 


James McCall, J. F. Simpson, 


E. Faulkner, Hugh Kidd, 
H. Hunter, H. Thompson, 
E. S. Shave, J. E. Peele. 


Yours very faithfully, 
A. W. Hitt, Secretary. 


VETERINARY QUERIES. 
Sir, 
I’d feel greatly obliged if you would kindly grant me 
space to obtain the opinion of your readers on the fol- 
lowing points of pathology which dv not appear to be 
quite settled. 

1. Which of the two is the more frequent in the horse 
—rupture of the stomach, or rupture of the intestine? 
1 am aware that the latter accident is of more frequent 
occurrence in man than the former. 

2. When vomition occurs in the horse, does the dis- 
charge more frequently issue from the nostrils oifrom 
the mouth ? 

3. Is dropsy of the bursa of the tendon of the peroneus 
common? is it an unsoundness? Does it ever cause 
lameness / 

4. Have any of your readers found wevi to be a cause 
of epistaxis in otherwise healthy horses which were in 
the habit of “ bursting a blood-vessel’’ when put to fast 
work ? 

Yours, etc., 
M. H. Hayes, F.R.C.V.S. 


INFORMATION WANTED. 
Sir, 

Great Danish dog, discharge from eyes, temperature 
104F., and general state of ill health, which continued for 
several weeks. At the end of this time abdomen became 
distended with fluid. Removed nearly a gallon by aa 
operation, made good recovery from this matter, but fluid 
continued to form or accumulate, and general health be- 
came still worse. Prussic acid given and post-mortem 
examination showed an enormous accumulation of serum 
in abdomen, liver diseased ; but most interesting, and the 
feature of the case that causes me to send particulars, 18 
that the mesentery was crowded or covered with hari 
masses, which felt “shutty’’? when the finger was passe 
over them. A surgeon, who is a well-known practl- 
tioner, saw a specimen and said that it resembl 
tubercle (in appearance) in the human subject. 

Was this disease, if tuberculosis—and I think it was— 
due to eating the flesh of some tuberculous bullock, of 
milk from such a cow ?—Yours faithfully, 

CANINE. 

17, Macroom Road, Paddington. 

January 9th, 1896. 


ComMUNICATIONS, Books, AND PAPERS RECEIVED :—Capt. 
Hayes, Messrs, B. Eggleton, S. Lomas, Trevor F. Spencer, 
Anderson and Wilson. 

The Civil and Military Gazette (Lahore), T 
Compar. Med. and Vet. Archives (Philadelphia), 
ary Magazine (Philadelphia, January,) <Agricu 


ne Journal of 
The Veterin- 
Itural Journal 


(Cape), Report on Injurious Insects, Milk and Infantile Diss: 
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